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retained their party name, and tried to maintain also their party orgai tion; but even in the South the Know-Nothings were numerously joi and for a brief space it looked as if they were about to become in fa national party. In the elections of 1854 they succeeded in electing, not a considerable number of congressmen, but also their candidates for the j ernorship in Massachusetts and Delaware. Before the new house me December, 1855, the Know-Nothings had carried New Hampshire, Ma chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, Kentucky, and Califoi and had polled handsome votes which fell very little short of being major in six of the Southern States.^
Already in 1854, however, the foundations had been laid of a new p that was to offer a far better opportunity for political action to anti-Nebri men than could.be offered by any oath-bound society, whose character spite its cry of "America for the Americans," was in its very essence unde cratic and un-American. In February and March, while the Kansas-Nebr; Bill was still before congress, two meetings of whigs, democrats, and Free-so took place at Ripon, Wisconsin, at the second of which preliminary meas were taken for the formation of a new coalition party, the keystone of w. should be opposition to the aggressions of the slave power. The n " Republican " was suggested as an appropriate one for the new party. 0 similar meetings soon followed in other parts of the North, entirely disa ciated with the Wisconsin movement. The most notable of the subseqi meetings was that held at Jackson, Michigan, on July 6th, 1854. It the first state convention held in the interest of the new anti-slavery pa A full state ticket was nominated, and the name Republican, proposed Jacob M. Howard, was adopted as the official name of the organisation. Ohio, Indiana, Wisconsin, and Vermont, state conventions of the "A Nebraska" men were held on July 13th, the anniversary of the enactn of the Ordinance of 1787. In the two list named states, Michigan's lea< adopting the name Republican for the new party was followed.^
Within the first year of its existence it obtained"popular majorities in teen states, elected, or won over to itself, one hundred and seventeen mem1 of the house of representatives, and secured eleven adherents in the sen Representatives of all the older parties came together in its ranks, in ni agreement, their purposes mastered and brought into imperative concer the signal crisis which had been precipitated upon the country by the re of the Missouri Compromise. It got its programme from the Free-sol whom it bodily absorbed; its radical and aggressive spirit from the Al tionists, whom it received without liking; its liberal views upon const tional questions from the whigs, who constituted both in numbers an-influence its commanding element; and its popular impulses from democrats, who did not leave behind them, when they joined it, their f in their old party ideals.^
THE ASSAULT ON SUMNER
Meanwhile the affairs of Kansas had occupied a large proportion of time of congress. Feeling ran high on both sides, and the debates ^ characterised by an intense bitterness. On May 19th Senator Sumner be his great speech on The Crime against Kansas. It was a forcible arraignn of the administration and the pro-slavery leaders, but it was marred intemperate language and stinging characterisations of certain democi leaders, particularly Douglas and Senator Butler of South Carolina, whonby sheer dint of will to forget the slavery question altogether. Southern whigs for a timetly disavowed by Secretary Marcy and his sharp reply was followed by the immediate resignation of Soule. o But the action of the democratic party in subsequently nominating for presidenta and New Mexico. The district, known as the Gadsden Purchase, from James Gadsden, the American minister to Mexico who negotiated the settlement, was scarcely fit for cultivation. But at the North the acquisition was generally accepted as an indication of the steadily growing forceiness trip, he was there kidnapped and carried on
